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Canadian Group Company Above Security Re-branded as  

Hitachi Systems Security 
 

Tokyo, Japan and Montreal, Canada --- July 10, 2017 --- Hitachi Systems, Ltd. 
("Hitachi Systems"), a wholly owned subsidiary of Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501), today 
announced that it will change the company name of Above Security Inc. to Hitachi 
Systems Security Inc. The re-branded Hitachi Systems Security, a global IT Security 
Service Provider headquartered in Montreal, has delivered comprehensive security 
solutions for the past 18 years. The organization will be led by President and CEO: 
Akira Kusakabe, whose vision includes resource and intellectual integration with the 
parent company Hitachi Systems and Hitachi group companies in order to protect 
current and future customers with enhanced, leading-edge security solutions.  
 
The companies will leverage Hitachi Systems Security’s existing technology and 
security expertise to extend their market leading position and expand the capabilities 
of Hitachi Systems Security’s proprietary SOC operation platform ArkAngel. Today 
ArkAngel delivers a technology agnostic solution that ingests diverse security 
information and data in order to provide IT security teams a 360-degree view of their 
security posture and risk. While CEO Akira Kusakabe has seen the benefits of 
expanded global reach, improved technology, and deep security and compliance 
expertise since the Hitachi Systems purchase in 2015, a closer partnership with 
Hitachi Systems will empower the re-branded Hitachi Systems Security to serve 
customers more effectively through its advanced security technologies utilized by 
Hitachi Group Companies. 
 
Currently, Hitachi Systems Security serves hundreds of customers globally from four 
Security Operations Centers (SOC’s) in Canada, the United States, Mexico, and 
Switzerland. Further, the organization is expanding capabilities to Japan through a 
unique service portfolio combining the ArkAngel platform and Hitachi Systems' 
"SHIELD SOC", which is being utilized and increasingly adopted by local Japanese 
governments in order to deliver cloud security monitoring.  
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Organizations that utilize cloud, the Internet of Things (IoT) and other emerging 
technologies have grown exponentially, and it is forecasted that needs will grow in 
parallel in such areas as smart city management, visualization of dispersed line 
environments in plants and unmanned facilities among others. Thus, while IT systems, 
web services and data are becoming increasingly important in society, the exploitation 
of information and system failure caused by malicious attacks are occurring frequently. 
In this environment, connecting critical systems including social infrastructure and 
services such as electricity, gas and water to IT networks relies significantly on robust 
security solutions.  
 
Further, organizations realize that the principal threat to their reputation or brand has 
become security. The surge in breaches, the complexity and number of attacks, the 
sophistication of the malware they are seeing, and the increasing number of 
vulnerabilities due to new technologies coming online demands powerful, integrated 
technology and solutions.  
 
Hitachi Systems Security is taking on the challenge of securing organizations from 
cyber to physical in a single, integrated solution. Organizations will have the benefit of 
realizing converged security across their enterprise and across geographies. 
 
Security events and the related data of all types will be collected, classified, 
normalized, and analyzed in one platform; displayed in a single pane of glass to 
consistently assess an organization’s global security posture. Anomalies and threats, 
whether they are targeting business systems, intellectual property, sensitive data, or 
operational technology, can be uncovered more quickly and contextualized to allow 
for efficient response and effective mitigation.  
 
The Hitachi Group is promoting the social innovation business globally to address the 
challenges facing our society in general and our customers in particular by providing 
targeted solutions with a combination of products, services and IT. In line with 
Hitachi’s vision and responding to the growing needs for security measures 
throughout the world, Hitachi Systems and Hitachi Systems Security are reinforcing 
their ties with the goal of providing new security services to address the global 
security gaps utilizing both companies' technologies and SOC services, as well as the 
technologies and expertise of other Hitachi Group companies. Both companies are 
committed to the realization of a safe, secure society through providing advanced 
security services through collaboration, leveraging a wide range of emerging fields 
including big data analytics, artificial intelligence, machine learning and other 
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leading-edge technologies. 
 
Kansuke Kuroyanagi, Executive Officer of Hitachi Systems, said that "The 
security business is one of the most important IT services that will continue to grow in 
demand and complexity in the future. Hitachi Systems has the advantage of having 
built solid security service technology, expertise and solutions such as Japan-based 
Hitachi Systems SOC services.” 
 
“The re-branding of Hitachi Systems Security will provide new opportunities to 
improve ties and strengthen services to ultimately provide innovative global and 
integrated services as a base of international standardized security operations that 
can be commonly used throughout the Hitachi Group. Moreover, through bolstering 
links with Hitachi Group companies that possess strengths in their respective fields, 
we aim to create pioneering IT services and vigorously deploy these to corporations 
all over the world." 
 
Fadi Albatal, Chief Strategy Officer of Hitachi Systems Security, said that "Our 
customers are unlocking value in new business models through new technology, 
optimized operational processes, data insights and delivering seamless customer 
experiences. Hitachi Systems Security is essential to keeping their employees, 
customers, and data safe and secure so that their focus can remain on driving this 
digital transformation.”  
 
“Hitachi Systems Security as part of the Hitachi group companies is strategically 
focused on delivering innovative, global services and solutions that address various 
security challenges. Anticipating the growing scope and diversity IT infrastructures as 
well as the escalating demand for security services is a challenge. Hitachi Systems 
Security is uniquely positioned to solve that challenge now and in the future.”  
 
  



- 4 - 

Outline of Hitachi Systems Security Inc. (as of July 10, 2017) 
Company name Hitachi Systems Security Inc. 

Year of establishment 1999 

Headquarters Montreal, Quebec, Canada  

Locations Canada, The United States of America, Switzerland, Mexico 

URL http://www.hitachi-systems-security.com 

Representative Akira Kusakabe, President and CEO 

Business contents  Managed security services 

 Professional security consulting services 

Capital makeup Hitachi Systems 100% 
 
* Company names and product names included in this information are the trademarks and registered trademarks of 
each company 
 
 
.About Hitachi Systems, Ltd. 

Hitachi Systems, Ltd. is an IT services company with strengths in high-quality 
operations and maintenance services. Hitachi Systems works closely with customers 
through a network of roughly 300 service sites and contact centers across Japan, 
through which it offers a wide range of business system design and integration 
services, as well as outsourcing services that take advantage of its robust data center 
infrastructure. A leader since the dawn of the IT era in Japan, Hitachi Systems 
leverages its track record and proficiency in IT services to offer one-stop services 
covering the entire IT life cycle - from system consulting to integration, installation, 
operation and maintenance. Hitachi Systems also pushes beyond the boundaries of 
IT to create new value for customers, with the aim of becoming a global service 
company to which customers can entrust any operation. 

For details: http://www.hitachi-systems.com/eng/ 
 

 

About Hitachi Systems Security Inc. 
Founded in 1999, Hitachi Systems Security Inc. is a Global IT Security Service 

Provider who builds and delivers customized services for monitoring and protecting 
the most critical and sensitive IT assets in our clients’ infrastructures 24/7. Our 
mission is to deploy information security solutions that protect our customer’s brand, 
and allow them to harness the full potential of connecting people and businesses 
together to build trusting relationships that can be catalyst of worry-free collaboration 
and limitless potential. 

 

http://www.hitachi-systems-security.com/


- 5 - 

Hitachi Systems Security caters to small and medium size businesses as well as 
Fortune 500 companies in important, highly-regulated industries – such as financial 
services and government – where the need to process or store considerable 
quantities of confidential data is paramount. From its four Security Operations Centers 
(SOCs) in Canada, the United States, Mexico and Switzerland, Hitachi Systems 
Security has accumulated experience guarding the systems of over 250 private and 
government-owned organizations in the world. 

For details: http://www.hitachi-systems-security.com 
 
 
About Hitachi, Ltd. 
Hitachi, Ltd. (TSE: 6501), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, delivers innovations that 
answer society's challenges. The company's consolidated revenues for fiscal 2016 
(ended March 31, 2017) totaled 9,162.2 billion yen ($81.8 billion). The Hitachi Group 
is a global leader in the Social Innovation Business, and it has approximately 304,000 
employees worldwide. Through collaborative creation, Hitachi is providing solutions to 
customers in a broad range of sectors, including Power / Energy, Industry / 
Distribution / Water, Urban Development, and Finance / Government & Public / 
Healthcare. For more information on Hitachi, please visit the company's website at 
http://www.hitachi.com. 
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